How to have a stroke at an early age: the effects of crack, cocaine and other illicit drugs.
Illicit drugs have rapidly become one of the most frequent causes of stroke in the under 45 years of age group. Stroke and death can occur for either the first time or long-term user due to the pharmacologic actions of the drugs. The neuroscience nurse needs to be aware of the potential for stroke that can occur with illicit drugs and be prepared to intervene appropriately.